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4. O Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) to Paper No./Mail Date 9. 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

7. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -1 8 are allowed 

Claim 1 is allowable. The reason for allowance is that the prior art 
of record fail to disclose or reasonably suggest the decompression element 
comprises a rupture element comprising a retention part, the retention part 
comprising first zones which have a reduced thickness in comparison with the 
rest of the retention part and are capable of tearing without fragmenting when the 
rupture element ruptures, and second zones which have a reduced thickness in 
comparison with the rest of the retention part and are capable of folding without 
tearing when the rupture element ruptures, the rupture element being capable of 
breaking when the pressure inside the enclosure exceeds a predetermined 
ceiling. It is these features found in the claim, as they are claimed in the 
combination, which has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of 
record, which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 

Claims 2-8, 1 1 and 12 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 1 . 

Claim 9 is allowable. The reason for allowance is that the prior art of 
record fail to disclose or reasonably suggest the decompression elements are 
coupled to the main enclosure and the on-load tap changer, wherein each of the 
decompression elements comprise a rupture element comprising a retention part, 
the retention part comprising first zones which have a reduced thickness in 
comparison with the rest of the retention part and are capable of tearing without 
fragmenting when the rupture element ruptures, and second zones which have a 
reduced thickness in comparison with the rest of the retention part and are 
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capable of folding without tearing when the rupture element ruptures, the rupture 
element being capable of breaking when the pressure inside the enclosure 
exceeds a predetermined ceiling. It is these features found in the claim, as they 
are claimed in the combination, which has not been found, taught or suggested 
by the prior art of record, which makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 

Claims 10 and 13-17 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 9. 

Claim 18 is allowable. The reason for allowance is that the prior art of 
record fail to disclose or reasonably suggest a decompression element coupled 
to the enclosure and configured to decompress the enclosure of the transformer 
during use, wherein the decompression element comprises a rupture element 
comprising a retention part, the retention part comprising first zones which have 
a reduced thickness in comparison with the rest of the retention part and are 
capable of tearing without fragmenting when the rupture element ruptures, and 
second zones which have a reduced thickness in comparison with the rest of the 
retention part and are capable of folding without tearing when the rupture 
element ruptures, the rupture element being capable of breaking when the 
K pressure inside the enclosure exceeds a predetermined ceiling. 

Conclusion 

2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Lawrence Luk whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Michael Sherry can be reached on (571 )272-2084. The 
fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703)872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2800. 



LWL 

February 10, 2004 



